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Let’s define apartheid.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7yvnUz2PLE
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4 Interpretations of the Beginning of Apartheid

1. The Afrikaner Nationalist Approach
2. The Liberal Approach
3. The Radical Approach
4. The Social History Approach



The Afrikaner Nationalist Approach

● Believed in the superiority of the Afrikaner 
nation.

● Afrikaner Nationalist is a political ideology 
created in the late 19th century.

● Identity is “God-given”
● Believed their very existence was threatened 

by the mass of African.  



Afrikaner Nationalist Approach con’t

● Believed their nation would be overcome if 
the races kept mixing.

● “Afrikaner Nationalist historians explain 
apartheid in 1948 as the consolidation of 
these beliefs through a range of laws that 
were passed to prevent the mixing of races 
and to preserve this God-given Afrikaner 
identity.” Explaining Apartheid:  Different Approaches p.11



The Liberal Approach

● Liberals believe in a society which upholds 
human rights and the fundamental freedoms 
of the individual.

● They emphasize the race and argue that the 
idea of white supremacy played the most 
important role.



Liberal Approach con’t

● They are opposed to racial discrimination 
and condemn apartheid as a form of racial 
hatred.

● They deny there were any economic benefits 
and place blame for apartheid on the 
National Party that will come into power in 
1948.



The Radical Approach

● Focus on the economic and social 
development of South Africa.

● They examine class differences and the 
struggles of the time to explain why South 
African society developed as it did.

● View apartheid as a continuation of the 
segregationist policies created as a need for 
cheap labor in gold mines.



Radical Approach con’t

● To continue the exploitation of Africans, 
radicals argue that authorities could not 
allow blacks to become skilled workers, 
permanent residents in the city, be granted 
citizenship, or gain any other rights that 
would allow them to challenge the system.



The Social History Approach

● Social historians study the lives of ordinary 
people and the impact of their actions and 
thoughts on the course of history, rather than 
the lives of the rich and powerful.

● They examined the role played by ordinary 
people in resisting growing restrictions 
placed upon them.



Social History Approach con’t

● Their resistance led to harsher laws as a 
means to control them.

● Showed how poorer people of different races 
mixed in the cities and exemplifies that racial 
mixing was more natural than racial 
separation.



Gold Mining
● This is at the root of apartheid.
● The Randlords (diamond and gold mine 

owners) faced 3 problems:  
1. Gold reserves were deep underground and deep-level 

mining was expensive.
2. Gold bear ore (rock) was low grade which means a lot 

of ore had to be mined, then the gold extracted from the 
ore.  Expensive.

3. Price of gold was internationally fixed, which means the 
Randlords could not pass their high cost on to 
consumers.



Gold Mining con’t

● In order to make a profit, costs had to be cut.
● Cutting wages seemed to be the easiest 

way.
● Randlords believed a good 
     source of cheap labor was 
     black migrant labor.



Chamber of Mines Acquires Cheap Labor

● Asked gov’t to provide this for them.
● Gov’t very willing to help as they benefited 

from gold mining industry -taxes.
● Gov’t introduced numerous measures to 

force Africans to work in the mines.
○ taxes only for Africans (ex: hut tax and poll tax)
○ 1913 Land Act- forced Africans to live in reserves & 

made it illegal for them to be sharecroppers.  
(territorial segregation)



Chamber of Mines Cheap Labor

● Low wages justified b/c they said they were 
only part time employees.  

● Did not provide them with social security 
either.

● Forced to sign contracts.  They were often 
broken by deserting and then they were 
arrested and had a criminal record.



Condition of Mines

● 14 hour day
● Death from major accidents, pneumonia, TB, 

silicosis (from breathing in the mine dust), & malnutrition.
● Some mines:  100 out of every 1,000 

workers would die each year.
● Workers were stripped naked and inspected 

at end of each work day.  Why?



Implementing Apartheid

● The National Party came into power in 1948 
and began passing apartheid laws.

● Laws ensured racial segregation to control 
movement and economic activity specifically 
for blacks. 



Apartheid Laws

148 laws
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/~rrothe/timeline.htm

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/~rrothe/timeline.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/~rrothe/timeline.htm






Forced Removal

● Residents were ordered out of their homes 
and belongings piled up, while bulldozers 
moved in and leveled the township in 
minutes.



Why Forced Removal
● Gov’t moved blacks from their land to sell it 

to whites at a very low price.
● Between 1960 & 1994 over 3 ½ million 

people were deliberately removed from their 
home and forced in to poverty in areas 
called ‘white’ rural areas.

● These areas were called Bantustans b/c the 
people were called Bantu (general label for the 300-600 
ethnic groups in Africa who speak Bantu languages.)







Protesting Apartheid

● 1950s brought a lot of protest.
● Increase in civil disobedience.
● “Open the jail doors, we want to enter” was 

the campaign in 1952.  Goal was to 
peacefully break the law and flood the 
prisons.

● Hoping that the public attention would bring 
an end to the laws.



Peaceful Protests

● Enter through the “whites only” entrances
● Sat in parks that were for whites only
● Broke curfew
● Refused to carry their passes

~Protest led by the African National Congress 
(ANC).  Leader in 1952 was Albert Luthuli.



Results

● Result- 8,000 people were arrested.
● Support grew from 7,000 to 100,000
● Police responded with extreme violence
● Heavy fines imposed
● Jail sentences
● Forced to call off the protests



Connection

●  Luthuli was the first South 
     African to be awarded the 
     Nobel Peace Prize. (1961)

● Who else do you know used a similar 
concept of peace to make a difference in the 
way a group of people were treated? 



Freedom Charter

● Volunteers travelled throughout the country 
collecting  the demands of ordinary South 
Africans for a just and free society.

● These demands were listed in the Freedom 
Charter which the South African gov’t 
considered treasonable.

● 156 members of the Congress Alliance were 
arrested and charged with treason.



Freedom Charter con’t.

● Gov’t failed to prove treason.  (1956-1961)



Protests Turn Violent

● March 21, 1960- Pan Africanist Congress 
planned a non-violent protest where blacks 
were going to hand in their passes and be 
arrested.  A large group (5,000) gathers 
outside the police station where police fired 
into the crowd killing 69 and wounding 180.

● No account of event give the same point of 
view.



Armed Protests

● Events at Sharpeville led to an outcry for 
national and international support.

● Gov’t declared a state of emergency.
● ANC and PAC were ready to use sabotage 

and violence to overthrow the gov’t.



Rivonia Trials

● 1961-1963- 200 acts of sabotage took place 
in South Africa.

● ANC located in Lilliesleaf Farm in Rivonia 
was raided and leaders were arrested. 
Charged with “recruiting people for training 
in sabotage and guerrilla warfare for the 
purpose of violent revolution.”



Rivonia Trials con’t.

● Nelson Mandela was one of the men 
arrested and sentenced to life in prison.

● He gave a four hour address to the court.



Soweto Uprising of 1976

● M.C. Botha, Minister of Bantu Education, 
ordered that half the subject in Standards 5 
& 6 (grades 7 & 8) be taught in Afrikaans.

● It was believed children’s education would 
suffer b/c of this & it was the language of 
their oppressors.



Soweto Uprising con’t.

● June 16, 1976, 20,000 students marched 
through Soweto in protest.

● Police fired on the crowd.
● Hector Pieterson, 13, was the first child 

killed.
● Student responded violently and led to 

unrest throughout the country. 



Soweto Uprising con’t.

● It was put down by police, but it was the 
single biggest challenge to the gov’t and 
apartheid.

● Marked a major turning point in the 
beginning of the end of apartheid.

● International pressure increased.
● Economic decline.
● Gov’t was feeling threatened.



International Pressure

● 1970- Banned from Olympics
● 1970s- Banned from World Cup and Cricket
● U.S. did not sell arms or other related items 

to South Africa.
 



Total Strategy

● P.W. Botha determined to keep whites in 
control.

● Created ‘Total Strategy’ to fight ‘total 
onslaught’ in 2 ways:  ~gov’t introduced a # 
of reforms hoping to win black support and 
~intensified repression to get rid of all 
opposition.



Total Strategy

● Strengthened the army.
● Gov’t recognized African Trade Unions.
● Made 4 homelands independent giving them 

their own president and give them some 
administrative powers.  They will remain 
financially dependent on the South African 
gov’t.



Total Strategy con’t.

● Began developing urban areas providing 
electricity and improved services.

● Created an African middle class that hoped 
would support the gov’t.



Total Strategy con’t

● While making all these changes the gov’t 
con’t to ban anti-apartheid organizations and 
imprison their leaders (many without trial).

● Assassinations increased.



1980s/1990s in South Africa

● The National Party gov’t and the anti-
apartheid movement had reached a 
deadlock.

● 1989- F.W. de Klerk became president of 
South Africa and introduced changes due to 
enormous pressure.

● Feb. 2, 1990- he unbanned all political 
groups that opposed apartheid.



1980s/1990s

● He released political prisoners and those 
exiled were allowed to return.

● Feb. 11, 1990- he released Nelson Mandela 
after 27 yrs in prison

● Began discussion with the ANC and other 
political parties to create a new South Africa.

● April 27, 1994- first democratic election took 
place. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqoYmx_L-
Xs       (6min)
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Nelson Mandela

● July 18, 1918-2013
● Rolihlahla (birth name)
● Born into a royal family of the Xhosa 

speaking Thembu tribe.
● When his father died he was adopted by 

Jongintaba Dalindyebo, a high ranking 
regent, who began grooming him for a role in 
tribal leadership.



Education

● First in his family to receive a formal 
education.

● This is when he was given the name Nelson.
● He attended the best schools available for 

blacks during this time.
● While attending the University of Fort Hare, 

he was sent home due to his participation in 
a boycott against university policies.



Early Life

● Fled to Johannesburg when he learned of 
his arranged marriage.

● Here he finished his bachelors degree via 
correspondence.

● Studied law at University of Witwatersrand.
● While here he became involved in the 

movement against racial discrimination and 
created key relationships with activists.



Political Beginnings

● 1944- He joined the African National 
Congress (ANC).

● 1948- His ties to the ANC grew after the 
Afrikaners introduced apartheid.

● 1952- Helped lead the ANC’s Campaign for 
Defiance of Unjust Laws.  He organized 
protests and promoted the Freedom Charter.



Politics Con’t
● 1952- He and his long time friend Oliver 

Tambo open South Africa’s first black law 
firm.  It offered free and low cost counsel for 
those affected by apartheid legislation.

● Dec. 5, 1956- arrested and put on trial for 
treason.  Acquitted in 1961.

● Gov’t banned the ANC and PAN which 
forced him and many others to go 
underground.



More Politics

● Believed it was time for a more radical 
approach than passive resistance.



Armed Resistance Movement

● 1961- he co-founded the Umkhonto we 
Sizwe “Spear of the Nation” (aka MK)

● Started as a peaceful group, but as the gov’t 
used violence against them they did so in 
return.

● Under his leadership the MK launched a 
sabotage campaign. 



Armed Resistance Movement
● Jan. 1962- he traveled illegally to attend a 

conference in Ethiopia with other African 
nationalist leaders, visit exiled Oliver Tambo 
in London, and take part in guerrilla training 
in Algeria. 

● Upon his return he was arrested & 
sentenced to 5 years for illegally leaving the 
country & instigating the 1961 worker’s 
strike.



Rivonia Trails

● Mandela was 1 of the over 100 people tried 
in the case.

● Escaped execution and was given a life 
prison sentence.



Mandela Behind Bars

● Spent the first 18 of 27 years at Robben 
Island (Dutch meaning seal island)

● Today the prison is a museum.
● No bed, no plumbing, completed hard labor 

in the lime quarry.
● B/c he was black political prisoner he 

received meager rations and fewer 
privileges.



Mandela Behind Bars con’t.

● Only allowed to see his wife, Winnie, every 6 
months.

● He and other inmates were subject to 
inhumane treatment often.

● He did earn a law degree from the University 
of London.

● Mentored fellow prisoners to get better 
treatment through nonviolent means.



Mandela Behind Bars con’t.

● 1980 Oliver Tambo started the “Free Nelson 
Mandela” campaign.

● This fueled the growing international outcry 
against the racist regime.

● 1982 he was moved to Pollsmoor Prison on 
the mainland.

● 1988 placed under house arrest at a 
minimum security correctional facility.



Mandela Behind Bars con’t.

● 1989 newly elected president F.W. de Klerk 
lifted the ban on the ANC and on Feb. 11, 
1990 he ordered the release of Mandela.



Nelson Mandela Becomes President
● Led peace talks for the ANC with the gov’t to 

end apartheid & establish a multiracial gov’t.
● Mandela and de Klerk earned the Nobel 

Peace Prize in Dec. 1993 for their talks.
● April 26, 1994, 22 million South Africans 

turned out to vote in their first multicultural 
election.

● May 10, 1994 Mandela was sworn in as the 
1st black president of South Africa.





Mandela as President

● Established the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to investigate human rights and 
political violations in regards to apartheid 
from 1960-1994.

● Introduced reforms to improve living 
conditions for blacks.

● 1996 he oversaw the enactment of a new 
constitution.



Mandela as President

● Created the “Government of National Unity” 
and proclaimed the country a “rainbow 
nation at peace with itself and the world.”  

● He retired from politics in 1999 when his 
term as president ended.



Life after the Presidency

● Established a number of organizations to 
address global problems and ease human 
suffering.

● July 18 was declared “Nelson Mandela 
International Day” by the United Nations.

● He passed away on Dec. 5, 2013 from a 
recurring lung infection.


